
Summer Assignment 
AP World History 

 

Welcome to AP World History! Covering some of the text over the summer allows us the opportunity to look at civilizations, religions 
and events that lead to the time periods that are addressed in the revised AP exam for 2021.  Additionally, this will allow our class 

some much needed review time for the AP test in May.  
 

Part 1 – Chapter Reading & Notes 
 

1. Over the summer months, you will be required to read chapters 4-7 of your AP World History textbook.  These four chapters 
combined equal approximately 100 pages of college level reading.  

 

2. After you complete each chapter reading, you will be required to create 4-5 pages of original Cornell notes on each chapter.  
Practicing this will serve you well, as we will be building and using your notes throughout the year in your AP World History 
Toolkit.  Listed below are the specific requirements for each of the required chapter notes.  

 

a. Four Chapters = Approximately 4 pages of notes per chapter (double sided notes count as two pages).  Please 
check the grading rubric and support materials on the following pages. Make sure you do not overdo it.  

Writing 7-8 pages of notes will not be a useful study tool.  
b. All of your notes must be handwritten, as neatly as possible (typed notes will not be accepted unless you have a 

special accommodation and clear it first with Mr. Tucker). 
c. Paper size must be 8.5” x 11”. It is recommended that you use the AP History Cornell Notes Format that is 

available for download on Mr. Tucker’s website.  Paper smaller than 8.5” x 11” will not be accepted for full credit. 
d. All chapter notes should be stapled separately.  No spiral notebooks or binders please!   
e. All of your notes must be original or rephrased from the text.  Obviously copying key words, sub-chapter 

headings, etc. is okay.  However simply copying large areas of text, definitions from the glossary, timelines etc…will 
not be accepted.  If you do so, your notes will be considered plagiarized, and you will receive a zero on this portion 

of your summer assignment. 
f. Use the suggested format for organizing your notes that is included in the Summer Assignment Appendix.  This 

can be adjusted though to fit your particular note-taking style.  
 

Part 2 – The Components of the AP Test (will be posted by Monday, June 22) 
 

1. Please join the AP World Summer Assignment Google Classroom Page.  Follow the steps below to join.  
a. Sign into your sonomaschools.org account. 
b. Navigate to Google Classroom – www.classroom.google.com 

c. Click the + button in the upper right hand corner of the screen. 
d. Click “Join Class” – Type in the Code q5lv2iv – Click Join 

 
2. Skills focus and practice is the central idea behind Part 2 of the Summer Assignment.  In this portion of the assignment you 

will be practicing the common skills that we will be practicing throughout the year.  This portion of the Summer Assignment 
will be completed on Google Classroom and in Google Docs after you have completed the chapter readings.  If you have 

technology issues please immediately contact Mr. Tucker.  
  

3. If you don’t have access to a computer or online access it is imperative that you let Mr. Tucker know as soon as 
possible so a solution can be created.  Make sure that you click “TURN IN” on Google Classroom only when you are 
100% done, as you will lose editing privileges.  

 

DUE DATE / GRADING  
 

By choosing to take AP, you are expected to complete this assignment. Your summer assignment will be due the first day of class, 

Monday, August 17, 2020.  Your summer assignment will be worth 15% of your 1st semester grade. The grading rubric for your 
summer assignment can be found online.  If any part of your project is found to be plagiarized or copied you will receive a 

zero for the summer assignment and may be dropped form the course.  
 

MID-SUMMER CHECK-IN / EXTRA CREDIT  
 

You will have the opportunity to add some extra credit to your grade while completing your summer assignment.  If you can show Mr. 

Tucker that you have completed 2 chapters of reading, along with all the corresponding Cornell Notes required, you will be able to add 
25 extra credit points to your summer assignment grade.  All evidence must be received by Mr. Tucker Friday, July 17th from 10am-

12pm at the SVHS Main Office.  If we are unable to meet in person there will be the option to submit them electronically.  
 

QUESTIONS / SUGGESTIONS  
 

Please take time to enjoy your summer.  But do not wait until the last minute to start your summer assignment. AP World History is 
going to be fun and challenging, and I want you to start the Fall semester successfully. To that end, I would suggest spending a week 

on each portion of the assignment. These instructions and other support material will be available on Google Classroom. If 
you have any questions regarding the summer assignment, please feel free to contact Mr. Tucker via email at 
dtucker@sonomaschools.org   

http://www.classroom.google.com/


 

Reading the Textbook 
 
 

This is a suggested way to read the textbook.  We realize that what we will suggest may seem to be 
impossible or repetitious, but each of the following steps will help you read and understand the text.  
You should modify the suggestions to meet your needs or style of learning.  
 
 
 

History books tend to be written in outline form in the order written below. 
 

1. Thesis 
2. Main Heading 
3. Sub-Headings 
4. Topic Sentences 
5. Main Points 

 

By using this information you can quickly look at what the chapter has to offer before you read, 
giving you a better chance of remembering some of the important ideas. What you want to do is 
keep the information fresh.  You can do this by referring to the text over a period of days.  
 

Don’t try to consume a whole chapter the night before! Use the timing suggested to create your own 
plan.  
 

Process 
 

1. Day 1 Browsing = Look through the chapter.  Read the headings of the chapter, sections, 
and sub-sections.  Read and look at all of the maps, drawings, paintings, graphs, and charts.  
Just “look around” at what you will be reading. You may absorb some things but all you want 
is a quick glance.  Do not read the chapter at this point, just look.  (15-20 minutes) 

2. Day 2 Skim-and-Scan = Read the opening remarks of the chapter.  Read the 1st paragraphs 
of each section and sub-section.  Find the thesis for the chapter and section.  Read the first 
sentence of every other paragraph.  Read the captions to the maps, graphs, etc. (30-45 
minutes) 

3. Day 3 Careful Reading = Now read the chapter start to finish.  Carefully read every 
sentence and word.  Re-read all captions.  Be sure to spend time reading the whole chapter.  
Read the entire chapter between 1-2 sittings. (1-3 hours)  

4. Day 4 Skim-and-Scan Note-taking = With pen in hand, skim-and-scan again.  Take 
outline notes with headings matching those in the chapter.  Do not rewrite the book.  Take 
quick notes of things you will need to remember.  Jot down the page numbers of important 
paragraphs. You may also wish to start your weekly note cards (recommended). (1 hour) 

5. Day 5 Reminding = This is a skim and scan technique that uses both the text and your 
notes.  Let the notes remind you what is in the text, referring to the text only when you need 
to.  This is a final check before you study for a quiz or unit test.  

 

Before a quiz or unit test, don’t spend a lot of time studying the text, but use your time wisely by 
checking your notes.  Re-read the introduction and conclusion to each chapter.  These are good 
reviews so please use them to your advantage.   
 

After you receive a quiz or unit test back, go over the questions and answers. Check your notes.  
Why did you miss this question? What should you do to change your reading or notes to better 
prepare for the test? What part of the reading schedule worked or did not work? Do this evaluation 



after every test.  By concentrating on your test taking habits early on, you will be prepared for the 
time when you will be tested over a greater amount of material.   

Taking Cornell Notes from the Text 
 

Shown below is an example of how you can organize your Cornell Notes that you are required to take 
for each chapter you read.  A blank Cornell Notes template is available to download on 
Google Classroom. You do not need to write notes on everything you see.  Instead, ask yourself 
the following questions as you take your notes.  

1. Do the notes you are taking fit the thesis or main ideas of the chapter?  
2. Is the fact, person, or event you are reading about noteworthy? 
3. How can I summarize this in a way that makes sense to me?  

 
Chapter # / Title: 

 

Name: 

Class: World History 

Notes/Details: 

Chapter Thesis Written at across the top few lines in your own words. Usually 

 Found in within the first few paragraphs of the chapter introduction. 

 Skip a line 

Section Heading  Write the main idea of the sub heading. Usually found at end of sub heading. 

(Blue Bold Text) This is usually only a single paragraph so you don’t need to bullet these notes 

  

 Skip a line 

Sub-section Heading Write the main idea of sub-section heading.   

(Black Bold Text) Bullet / List all factual data that support main idea.  

 Repeat process for each Section Heading.  

 Skip a line 

Key Terms The terms should be highlighted/underlined and embedded within the notes. These 
should be written in order of where they appear in the chapter, not as a vocab list 

at the end of the notes.  

 Definition should be in your own words and you must include the greater 
significance/importance, not just a glossary definition!  

 Skip a line 

Historical Themes Identify the historical themes (see p. 5 of this handout) covered within each 
section/sub-section. 

  Label these in the margins for every sub-section 

  

Lingering Questions 
(only if you have any) 

Write down any questions that you still have regarding the content of the chapter. 

 These can be addressed during class.  

 Skip a line 

Summary Write a short summary/reflection for the chapter at the end of your notes. Try to 
connect back to the chapter thesis.  

 You can look at the chapter summary if you need guidance for the summary but 
also reflect on what you learned and you found interesting or confusing. 

 This should be at least 10 sentences. 

  

  

  



AP World History Themes 
 

The AP World History course requires us to examine continuity and change across the historical periods 
that are included in the course. We will be focusing on 6 overarching themes which serve as unifying 
threads, which will help you compare and contrast a time period or society in a larger framework. The 
themes also provide ways to make comparisons over time.  Throughout the course you will be asked to 
identify, analyze, and discuss these themes.  
 
In you chapter notes you need to identify at least one theme for every sub-section. Do NOT simply 
write ‘Theme 1’ if you are indemnifying the first theme but rather write out ‘Humans and the 
Environment’. You may do this in the margin or as a separate line at the end of each sub-section.  
 
 
THEME 1: HUMANS AND THE ENVIRONMENT The environment shapes human societies, and as 
populations grow and change, these populations in turn shape their environments.  
 
THEME 2: CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS AND INTERACTIONS The development of ideas, beliefs, 
and religions illustrates how groups in society view themselves, and the interactions of societies and 
their beliefs often have political, social, and cultural implications.  
 
THEME 3: GOVERNANCE A variety of internal and external factors contribute to state formation, 
expansion, and decline. Governments maintain order through a variety of administrative institutions, 
policies, and procedures, and governments obtain, retain, and exercise power in different ways and for 
different purposes.  
 
THEME 4: ECONOMIC SYSTEMS As societies develop, they affect and are affected by the ways that 
they produce, exchange, and consume goods and services.  
 
THEME 5: SOCIAL INTERACTIONS AND ORGANIZATION The process by which societies group 
their members and the norms that govern the interactions between these groups and between 
individuals influence political, economic, and cultural institutions and organization.  
 
THEME 6: TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION Human adaptation and innovation have resulted in 
increased efficiency, comfort, and security, and technological advances have shaped human 
development and interactions with both intended and unintended consequences. 
 
 

 

 



Grading Rubric – Summer Assignment  
AP World History 

“A” 200-180 Points 
 

All Required Elements turned in & 

complete 
- Cornell Notes for all 4 chapters 
- All components of the AP Test (Google 

Classroom) 
 

Cornell Notes 
- Neatly written on 8.5” x 11” paper 

- Notes are stapled separately and 
organized by chapter 

- 4 -5 pages of detailed notes per 
chapter 

- Each set of chapter notes includes 
and identifies all of the following 
areas: 

o Chapter Thesis 
o Section & Sub-Section 

headings 
o Main ideas, figures, and 

events 
o Significant historical 

dates and time periods 
o Key Vocabulary 

o Themes of World History 
o Historical Significance 
o Chapter Reflection/ 

Summary 
- All notes are rephrased or 

summarized by the student. NO 
COPYING!  

 

Components of the AP Test 
- Addresses all requirements of 

each component (in Google 
Classroom) 

 
Overall Effort is clearly Evident 

 
 

“B” 179-160 Points 
 

All Required Elements turned in & 

complete 
- Cornell Notes for all 4 chapters 
- All components of the AP Test (Google 

Classroom) 
 

Cornell Notes 
- Neatly written on 8.5” x 11” paper 

- Notes are stapled separately and 
organized by chapter 

- 3-4 pages of detailed notes per 
chapter 

- Each set of chapter notes includes 
and identifies most of the following 
areas: 

o Chapter Thesis 
o Section & Sub-Section 

headings 
o Main ideas, figures, and 

events 
o Significant historical dates 

and time periods 
o Key Vocabulary 

o Themes of World History 
o Historical Significance 
o Chapter Reflection/ 

Summary 
- All notes are rephrased or 

summarized by the student. NO 
COPYING!  

 

Components of the AP Test 
- Addresses most requirements of 

each component (in Google 
Classroom) 

 
Overall Effort is Evident 

 

“C” 159 – 140 Points 
 

All Required Elements turned in & 

partially complete 
- Cornell Notes for 3-4 chapters 
- Most components of the AP Test 

(Google Classroom) 
 

Cornell Notes 
- Neatly written on 8.5” x 11” paper 

- Notes are stapled separately and 
organized by chapter 

- 2-3 pages of detailed notes per 
chapter 

- Each set of chapter notes includes 
and identifies some of the 
following areas: 

o Chapter Thesis 
o Section & Sub-Section 

headings 
o Main ideas, figures, and 

events 
o Significant historical 

dates and time periods 
o Key Vocabulary 

o Themes of World History 
o Historical Significance 
o Chapter Reflection/ 

Summary 
- All notes are rephrased or 

summarized by the student. NO 
COPYING!  

 

Components of the AP Test 
- Addresses some requirements of 

each component (in Google 
Classroom) 

 

Effort is somewhat Evident 

 

 

“D or lower” 139 – 0 Points 
 

1 or more Required Elements missing 

or incomplete 
- Cornell Notes for less than 3 chapters 

- Missing most components of the AP Test 

(Google Classroom) 
 

Cornell Notes 
- Sloppy handwriting / Written on paper 

smaller than 8.5” x 11” paper 
- Notes are unorganized, not stapled 

together 

- Less than 2 pages of notes per chapter 
- Each set of chapter notes includes and 

identifies very few of the following 
areas: 

o Chapter Thesis 
o Section & Sub-Section 

headings 
o Main ideas, figures, and 

events 
o Significant historical dates 

and time periods 

o Key Vocabulary 
o Themes of World History 

o Historical Significance 
o Chapter Reflection/ Summary 

- Excessive spacing to “stretch the 
notes” is evident 

- Any evidence of copying directly from 
the text will result in a zero for the 

Summer Assignment  
 

Components of the AP Test 

- Addresses some requirements of each 
component (in Google Classroom) 

 

Little or No Effort Evident  

 


